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ﬁ/ / ?L//, a hospital was opened as part of the

Defence Industries Limited (DIL) operations that
was a munitions plant supporting the war effort Pravine of Ontarin
and based in Ajax. That building was located at the Al Nl

corner of Kings Crescent and Exeter Road, and was W | o allto whom these Preseuts shall Come
(hreeting

set up to care for the DIL employees as well as in
case of an emergency on site caused by an explosion

or accident. Four years later, with the conclusion of
World War II and the closure of DIL, the hospital

also closed.

But by 1950, residents of Ajax and Pickering — who
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‘The community was excited about the new hospital, and the cadhonty of e b

local newspaper kept residents updated leading up to the were haVl l’lg totr aVCl to OShawa or TOI‘ onto fOI‘ health g ]llln:I st .
official opening on February 23rd, 1954.

care (and on roads decades before the Hwy 401 was
even built) — were demanding a hospital in their own [t ———
community. In 1951, letters patent were granted for
the Ajax General Hospital (they were amended in :
j pical (they e e

1958 to read “Ajax and Pickering General Hospital”). P Ol | st Gt
| Hotters Patent

ttent

Itwasdecided thatthisnewhospitalwouldincorporate
the original DIL hospital frame building, which had
stood empty and unused since 1949. All that had
to happen was the building be moved from its first

location to the current site!

On February 23rd, 1954, the Ajax and Pickering
ETTTTTe el (cncral Hospital was officially opened on Harwood
he he | f the floor buildi o o .

B S R Avenue South. Premier Leslie Frost officiated

. (L) The signed and dated back page of the original letters patent
the ceremony, assisted by Dr. EG. Robertson, [T EtORIIE NEmS g

. . .. supplementary letters patent issued in 1958 thatamended the
Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Health [EEStRRESNEVNEREesS TR
and Welfare.
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Pages from the fundraising
4 r ‘ booklet illustrating  and

explaining what the $25,000
would fund in the new

hospital.
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W%E«/ the provisional directors first met in

1951, the hospital’s bank balance was $487.85. One
of their first tasks was to begin a fundraising campaign
to raise the necessary $25,000.

Inconceivable in today’s day and age since OHIP
was introduced in 1959, people were even offered a
free chest x-ray if a Women’s Institute representative
was able to visit them to talk about the development
and establishment of the hospital.

Within a year, $24,000 had been raised through

grants and generous donations.

When the Ajax and Pickering General Hospital (as
it was then known) opened in 1954, constructing
and equipping the hospital cost only $210,396, the
building had a floor area of just 8,000 square feet
and was staffed with just eight nurses!

The hospital, though, had 38 beds, 12 bassinets, a
fully-equipped operating room, x-ray and surgical
equipment, a maternity ward as well as kitchens &
staff rooms.

In its first year, the hospital admitted 1,079 patients,
welcomed 245 babies and performed 238 surgeries.

In comparison, when you jump forward 65 years, the
Ajax Pickering Hospital had 9,945 admitted patients,
over 62,000 visits to the Emergency Department,
performed 11,689 surgeries and brought into the
world 1,514 babies.
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A fundraising letter that was sent to Pickering residents asking
them to support the hospital fundraising efforts.
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